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Presidents Report
After having time to look at the new contract, | firmly believe
our national leaders did an excellent job in preserving the main
issues we were concerned with, such as the preservation of wage
and benefits, contracting out, and keeping the no-layoff clause. I
know the one portion of the agreement that has bothered some
members was the way the TE’s were reclassified. Remember,
when you go to arbitration, you put your fate in the hands of an
outside party and are never sure what the outcome will be. If
you look deep into this agreement the new “TE’s” or CCA’s
have a lot better future than the old TE’s did. There was no
future for the old TE’s, but now there is! I understand the hourly
rate has been drastically cut, but remember, they offered a
higher rate in order not to offer any other benefits. With this
new agreement there are a lot more benefits with the best one
the opportunity to become a career employee. Once hired, they
will have a chance to get to the top salary in the same time as
previous new carriers. They also have opting rights to hold
down vacant assignments and a full uniform allowance, among
many other things. They now have rights under Article 16,
unlike before, when they could be removed without any
progressive discipline being taken. | ask each TE to look at the
positives of this agreement and that you will all be hired to a
carrier position and have a long future in the postal service.
Don’t be surprised if you see management offer some sort of
incentive to the CSRS and eligible FERS carriers to retire, since
there is a large hourly and benefit difference between the two
classes! There are rumors being floated out there, so stay tuned!
I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who has
stepped up and began giving to COLCPE since our last appeal
in September. If you looked at this month’s postal record, you
will see Branch 908 was the 4™ highest percentage increase
(1.98%) in branches of our size between 500-999 members. If
you have given to this important endeavor, you will see your
name in print in the Postal Record. Let us keep this upward
trend going. In keeping with that acknowledgement we have
once again included this month our Branch 908 Honor Roll for
those who have given to COLCPE and have signed on as an E-
Activist. We have doubled our E-Activist and COLCPE
numbers from last year, which is awesome, but | would once
again ask those of you who do not appear on the Honor Roll to
ask yourself the question, “Why am I not on this list’? The
strongest part of the union is the memberships’ togetherness.
We are only as strong as sum of our parts. Please join your
brothers and sisters who have done their part and show your true
union strength by doing your part and sign up as an E-Activist
and giving to COLCPE. Thanks again for all your support.
Gary DiGiacomo- President

Next Meeting

The next regular monthly meeting of the Branch will be held on
Wednesday, February 20th @ 8 p.m., at the American Legion
Hall, 502 Colonial Ave., North Woodbury. The regular monthly
meetings of the Branch are held on the Third Wednesday of
each month @ 8 p.m., The Branch Board of Officers and
Executive Board meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month. The Board of Officers meet @ 7:30 p.m., and the
Executive Board @ 8 p.m. The next meeting of the Board of
Officers and Executive Board will be on Wednesday, February
13", 7:30 and 8 p.m. respectively.

Attendance Prize Now Stands at $50
Had he been in attendance at the regular monthly meeting of the
Branch on Wednesday, January 16, John Martin, a member
from our Deptford Office ( Barrington) would have been the
recipient of the $25 attendance prize. The prize now increases to
$50 and will increase $25 per meeting, up to a maximum of
$250, until a member in attendance has their name drawn.

6th Annual Branch Banquet- April 13th, 2013
The 6th Annual Branch 908 Banquet will be held on April
13, 2013 from 7:00 — 11:00pm at Kelly Ann Ballroom
Highland Blvd. & Sylvan Ave. Gloucester City N.J. This is a
great night to eat, drink, dance, and socialize with good friends
and especially to honor those members who have retired in the
past year as well as those who have been selected to receive
Branch Awards. If you have retired since the last banquet or you
will retire before April 13, 2013 contact Branch Recording
Secretary, Mike Powell at 908recordingsec@comcast.net. All
Branch Members, family and friends are encouraged to attend at
a cost of $20pp. The cost for current Branch retires is $10.
Tickets may be picked up from Branch Recording Secretary
Mike Powell at any Branch Meeting, or by mailing the form
below with checks made out to NALC Branch 908, to PO Box
375, Gloucester City, NJ 08030.

Name:

(Please print)
Check One: Honoree ( ) Retiree () Other ( )
Total Number Attending:

Amount of remittance enclosed:

Send to PO Box 375, Gloucester City, NJ 08030 by March 31,
2013. Members of the Branch who have retired since our last
Banquet will be honored and presented with tokens of our
appreciation. If you have retired since the last Banquet or
you will retire before April 13, 2013, please contact the
Branch Recording Secretary, Mike Powell @ 856-287-8768
or 908recordingsec@comcast.net.

Nominations for Shop Steward of the Year

The Shop Steward of the Year Award will be awarded at the
Branch Retiree’s Banquet. Simply write on a piece of paper the
following information: Name of Steward being nominated,
Office, Person making nomination ( must be from Steward
office ), and statement including accomplishments, knowledge
of contract, ability to deal with co- workers and management,
and dedication to the NALC and 908. All submissions must be
received by March 28, 2013. The winner will be selected by the
Awards Committee and kept confidential until the presentation
at the Banquet.

Phone Numbers to Remember
President- Gary DiGiacomo - 856-906-2838
Vice- President- Steve Rutkowski- 856-906-2026
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908 Honor Roll of Involvement

COLCPE Contributors

THOMAS J. BARNETT

ROBERT G. BEHM

CHRISTINE T. BIERNACKI

HARRY P. BITTNER

LEEANN BOSCHETTO

MICHAEL T. BOSTON

AMY HOPKINS CHARLES HUFF
FRANK INGEMI JAMES JONES
DENNIS KEENER CHERIE KELLY
DAVID KING WILLIAM KING
THOMAS KOEHLER JOHN KURUC

JAMES G. BOYLE

KEVIN P. BREITENSTINE

WILLIAM KYSER JR

JOANNE LAMPLUGH

JEFFREY H. BREYER

DAN M. BURKHARDT

KAREN LANCASTER

GARY LAWRENCE

VINCE F. CASTAGNA

JAMES COMUSO

CHARLES LAYDEN

STEPHEN LIPSKI

JOHN J. CZOP

GARY E. DIGIACOMO

APRIL LITTY

JAMES LIVINGSTON

JEFFREY P. DIMITRI

STEPHEN M. ELIAS

CAROLYN LLOYD

MICHAEL LOUDEN

PETER G. FITZPATRICK

JOSEPH W. FOREMAN JR

JEFFREY MAC MAHAN

ANDREW MARCOIONNI

STEVEN C. FOX

WILLIAM J. GORE

CHARLES MARKS JR

PATRICK MC CARTHY

GEORGE W. GREENWOOD

DON CONNELLY

SHAWN MCBRIDE

PAUL MCCARTHY

DAVID F. CULLEN

NORMAN HAAS

JOHN MCCORMICK

MARYELLEN MCGUIRE

PHILIP G. HAAS

PAUL W. HAJDUK

SIMON MCKEE

DENISE MCNELIA

JOHN J. HARLET

DAVIDE F. JACOBSON, JR.

ROBERT MELONI

ANTHONY MONTANERO

DENNIS E. KEENER

WILLIAM J. KYSER, JR.

CARLO MORNING

LORETTA MORRIS

CHARLES B. LAYDEN

OSWALD P. LECKY, JR.

WILLIAM MORRIS

JAMES MURPHY

STEPHEN J. LIPSKI

APRIL M. LITTY

STEVEN MURPHY

JANICE MURRAY

JAMES E. LIVINGSTON

ANDREW P. MARCOIONNI

JOSEPH NATALE JR

DENNIS NICHOLS

SHAWN F. MCBRIDE

ROBERT J. MELONI

DIANNE NOURSE

HERBERT NUSS JR

LORETTAT. MORRIS

STEVEN L. MURPHY

DIANNE E. NOURSE

PAUL PONIATOSKI

FRANKLIN J. POTTS

MICHAEL POWELL

RICHARD C. RAHMEL, JR.

KENNETH W. RIEGER

TIMOTHY OHARA ROBERT OLSZEWSKI
LISA OWENS BERNADETTE PARNCUTT
ANTHONY PASQUALE ERIK PENDLEBURY
ROSA PEREZ PAUL PONIATOWSKI

JAMES E. RUSIN, JR.

JOSEPH F. RYNKIEWICZ

CAROLE PORCH

MICHAEL PORTER

JAMES F. SEROCK

ALFRED K. SIMPKINS

MICHAEL POWELL

JAMES POWERS

NORMAN M. SPENCE, JR.

GARY V. STEVENS

PHILIP PROCIDA JR

MAX RAFAEL

NORMAN E. TASK

DONNA L. VILLEC

RICHARD RAHMEL JR

MICHAEL RANDAZZO

MICHAEL REED

WILLIAM REVAK

BARBARA RICCI

ANTHONY RICCIARDI

MICHAEL RICHARDS

KENNETH RIEGER

JOHN VISGIL THOMAS P. WALSH
E-ACTIVIST

NICHOLAS ACEVEDO DAN ALLEN

TIMOTHY AMBROSIUS PAUL ANDERSON JR

VALERIY APARTIN

DOMIAN ARCHER

MICHAEL ROFRANO MARC ROUIN
JAMES RUSIN JR STEPHEN RUTKOWSKI
JOSEPH RYNKIEWICZ THOMAS SAIA

PATRICK ARMSTRONG

KRISTA ASTFALK

DAVID BAILEY

MAUREEN BAILEY

JAMES BARLOW

THOMAS BARNETT

ROBERT BEHM

CLEVELAND BELIN JR

RICHARD BERGBAUER

RONALD BIBBO

CHRISTINE BIERNACKI

HARRY BITTNER

JOHN BOBO

BRADLEY BOCCHICCHIO

LEEANN BOSCHETTO

JAMES BOWERS JR

JAMES BOYLE

KEVIN BREITENSTINE

CHRISTOPHE BRESTLE

JEFFREY BREYER

GREGORY BROWN

FREDERICK BUDESA

DAN BURKHARDT

PATRICK BURKHARDT

BRANDY SANSON CHRISTOPHE SAVIO
ANTHONY SCARDINO CARL SCHMITTINGER
EDWARD SCHOPF JACK SCOTT JR
JAMES SEROCK WAYNE SHELTMAN
BRUCE SHELTON JOSEPH SIFKOVITZ
ALFRED SIMPKINS JOSEPH SLOAN
KEVIN SMITH NORMAN SPENCE JR
ARTHUR SPENCER WILLIAM SPERRY
BRIAN STACKHOUSE LISA STAUFFER
GARY STEVENS ROSEMARY STIO
ROBERT STOLTZ MARK STRANG
GLENN STRUNK JEFFREY SWANSON

DAWN CAIN

EDGAR CANTIVEROS

KARIN SWOOPE

WILBERT TAYLOR

VINCE CASTAGNA

DAWN CATROPPA

CALAI TOLBERT

JOSEPH TOWNSEND

VINCENT CATROPPA

MICHAEL CHESNEY

KENNETH CHOJNACKI

DARRIN COLLINS

JAMES COMUSO

DONALD CONNELLY

GARY CREEK

ANTHONY CRISTELLA

MICHAEL CROMER

RONALD CROXTON

PAUL VEIOCK DONNA VILLEC

JOHN VISGIL THOMAS WALSH
CHARLES WEHRLE JR ROBERT WILLIAMS JR
DARRYL WILSON JAMES WILSON

JOHN WILSON JOSEPH ZANE JR

DAVID CULLEN

LISA CURRAN

JOHN CZOP

THOMAS DANAHER

ERIC DARE

DENIS DEENEY

JASON DEMPSTER

KENNETH DEPRINCE

BRIAN DEPUTY

CHRISTOPHE DERKOTCH

PETER DESIMONE

GABRIEL DI SILVESTRO

GARY DIGIACOMO

MICHAEL DIGIACOMO

JEFFREY DIMITRI

FRANCIS DIPIPI

ALBERT DISIPIO

MICHAEL DORISIO

WILLIAM DOUGHERTY JR

WILLIAM EGGERT

STEPHEN ELIAS

DAVID ENTWISTLE

LOUIS EVANS I1I

JEFFREY FERRY

CHARLES FOLEY

WILLIAM FOLTZ

JOSEPH FOREMAN JR

PAUL FOWLER

GEORGE GENAY ROSALYN GLASCO
JOHN GLENN JR JOHN GERNER

SHANE GOODMAN WILLIAM GORE
MICHAEL GRAFF CHARLES GRAVENER
BRYAN GREENE GEORGE GREENWOOD
WALTER GROSSMICK PHILIP HAAS

RALPH HAGNER

PAUL HAJDUK

MICHAEL HANNA

JOHN HARLEY

HARRY HARRISON

BRIAN HECKLER

EDWARD HERDA

JEFFREY HICKS

JONATHAN HICKS

DAVID HOGATE

2013 Branch Budget Passed

Those in attendance and eligible to vote at the regular monthly
meeting of the Branch held on January 16th unanimously
approved the Branch 2012 Budget. The budget estimates the
receipt and expenditures of the Branch at $281,357.00 for 2013.

Postal Service to Cut Saturday Mail to Trim Costs

WASHINGTON (AP) — The financially struggling U.S. Postal
Service says it plans to stop delivering mail on Saturdays, but

continue delivering packages six days a week.

In an

announcement scheduled for later Wednesday (2/6/13), the
service is expected to say the cut, beginning in August, would
mean a cost saving of about $2 billion annually. It was not
immediately clear how the service could eliminate Saturday
mail without congressional approval.

Vincent R. Sombrotto, 1923-2013

Jan 10, 2013 --Vincent R. Sombrotto, 89, a towering figure in
the history of the National Association of Letter Carriers and
one of the most significant U.S. labor leaders of recent decades,
died Jan. 10. “Vince’s long tenure and tireless work for this
union, at both the local and national levels, has left a lasting,
positive impact on all the men and women who have carried the
mail since the Great Postal Strike.”




